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�he �ational Archives and �ecords Administration ǻ�A�AǼ holds 
about řŜŖ,ŖŖŖ approved and re�ected bounty land warrant ǻ���Ǽ 
application files that primarily relate to military service from the ŗŝşŖs to 
ŗŞśśǯ �hese files can have excellent genealogical value since they contain 
applications by the veteran, his widow, and any other heirsǲ evidence of 
military service, marriage, or parentage, if neededǲ and correspondence 
and other records showing actions taken by the pension oĜce in 
evaluating the ��� claimǯ �he bounty land warrant files are like pension 
files but much smaller in si£eǯŗ 

�or example, �uther �alvin of �rown �ounty, �hio, guardian of 
�avina �alvin, age seventeen, applied on her behalf for bounty land 
as the heir of �ames �alvin, deceasedǯ After confusion over the name 
and spelling of �rǯ �alvinȂs commander was resolved, the �reasury 
�epartment found his name on the muster rolls of �aptain �umaltȂs 
�ompany, �hio �ilitia, having served thirty days from ŘŘ August to Řŗ 
September ŗŞŗŘǯ 

�ebsites cited in this article were viewed on ŗŝ �ay ŘŖŘřǯ
ŗǯ   �or more information about bounty land warrant applications, see Susan 	oss �ohnston, ȃAn 

�nderutili£ed �reasureǱ �ounty �and �arrant Applications,Ȅ NGS Magazine ŚŜǱŘ ǻAprilȬ�une ŘŖŘŖǼ, 
ŗŞȬŘŚǯ

Claire Kluskens, digital projects 
archivist and genealogy/census 
related records subject matter expert 
at the National Archives and Records 
Administration, blogs about census 
and other records at History Hub and 
can be reached at claire.kluskens@
nara.gov.

Bounty Land Warrant 
Application Files 
Claire Kluskens

Surrendered bounty land warrant #38587 for 120 acres, issued under the Act of 1855 (National Archives,  
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/116583114)

See the article on page 
5 about the new NGS/
NARA effort to digitize 
all of the bounty land 
warrant application files.
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�n his declaration on ŘŞ April ŗŞśŗ, �uther �alvin 
stated that �ames �alvin ȃdied at his residence in 
�ohnson �ounty in the State of �ndiana in the ǽsicǾ 
ŗŞŚŘ and that his widow is also deadǯ �hat �avinah 
�alvin is ŗŜ years of age and that she is the only 
surviving minor childȄ of �ames �alvinǯ �n their 
aĜdavit dated Ś �ay ŗŞśś, �uther �alvin and �ohn 
�utterson indicate that �ames �alvin ȃleft a widow 
and minor children survivingǲ that the said widow 
died on or about the ŗst day of �anuary Aǯ�ǯ ŗŞŚś 
about three years after the death of her said husband, 
and that the said �avina �alvin is the sole surviving 
minor heir at law of the said �ames �alvin deceasedǯȄŘ  

 �ounty land warrants provided the right to 
free land in the public domainǯ �hey were originally 
authori£ed by the �ontinental �ongress in 
ŗŝŝŜ as an inducement to enter and remain 
in military service, but later acts of �ongress 
authori£ed them as a reward for past serviceǯ 
See the sidebar, ȃSelected �ounty �and �arrant 
�aws,Ȅ for detailsǯ 

�ypically, aged veterans didnȂt want to start 
all over again on unsettled frontier lands with all 
the hard work that entailedǱ building a log cabin 
and barn, fencing pastures, and plowing fields 
in sod that had never been plowed beforeǯ �any 
veterans had comfortable lives, friends, and 
family in wellȬsettled eastern statesǯ �herefore, 
most veterans, widows, or their heirs sold the 
warrant instead of using it to resettle in the 
�estǯ Some transferred their warrant to another 
family memberǯ

Řǯ   �ounty �and Application �ile of �rivate �ames �alvin, �aptain �umaltȂs �ompany, Řnd �egiment ǻ�umaltȂsǼ of �hio �ilitia ǻśśȬŗŘŖȬśŗŜŝǼ ǻ�A�� 
ŗŘŘŗŜŗŝŞŞǼ, National Archives ǻhttpsǱȦȦcatalogǯarchivesǯgovȦidȦŗŘŘŗŜŗŝŞŞ).

Rejected bounty land warrant applications
Some ��� applications were disapproved 

ǻȃre�ectedȄǼ due to insuĜcient proof or length of 
service, fraud, or other reasonsǯ Sometimes evidence 
of service could not be located due to the veteranȂs or 
widowȂs imperfect memory of the correct names of 
commanding oĜcers or other service detailsǯ 

�or example, �illiam �olvin of Adams �ounty, 
�hio, applied for bounty land on ŗŘ �ctober ŗŞśŘ, 
alleging that he had served as a private in a company 
commanded by �aptain �avid �ollier, but left the 
name of the regimental commander blankǯ �n ř April 
ŗŞśŚ, he filed another declaration, indicating �aptain 

�avid �ollierȂs �ompany, 
�olonel Allen �rimbleȂs 
ȃ�egiment of �hio �ounted 
�olunteersǯȄ 

�olvin recalled 
volunteering at 
illsborough, 

ighland �ounty, �hio, about 
ŗŖ September ŗŞŗŘ for thirty 
days, and thought he served 
about twentyȬnine days until 
discharge at Stǯ �aryȂs, �hio, 
on about ş �ctober ŗŞŗŘǯ 
Seth �an �atre and �ashech 

�owning on ř April ŗŞśŚ signed an aĜdavit in which 
they stated that they had served in the same company 

Luther Calvin’s affidavit in bounty land warrant file for James Calvin, 1851

Note in bounty land warrant file of William Colvin (National Archives)
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with himǯ �olvinȂs claim was re�ected because his 
name was ȃnot found on �apt �anl �ollierȂs �olls 
�hio �ilǽitiaǾǯȄř 

How to determine if a BLW application  
Zas fileG

�he �ureau of �and �anagementȂs 	eneral �and 
�Ĝce ǻ	��Ǽ �ecords website at httpsǱȦȦglorecordsǯ
blmǯgovȦdefaultǯaspx provides information on 
land transfers from the federal government to the 
first private owner of land on the basis of cash sale, 
homestead, and military bounty land warrantsǯ �f a 
patent was issued on the basis of military service, then 
there should be a related ��� applicationǯ �he 	�� 
�ecords database is a convenient way to determine 
if there was an approved application, but it does not 
reference re�ected applications since no land patent 
was issuedǯ 

�n addition, an index created by �A�A 

řǯ  �ounty �and Application �ile of �rivate �illiam �olvin, �aptain �ollinsȂ �ompany, �hio �ilitia ǻśŖȬ�e�ectedȬŗśśŞŜŞǼ ǻ�A�� ŗŗŞŜŜŘŘşşǼ, National 
Archives ǻhttpsǱȦȦcatalogǯarchivesǯgovȦidȦŗŗŞŜŜŘŘşş).  

Śǯ  ȃ�ountyȬ�and �arrant Applications �ndex,Ȅ Fold3 ǻhttpsǱȦȦwwwǯfoldřǯcomȦpublicationȦşŗŞȦbountyȬlandȬwarrantȬapplicationsȬindex).

volunteers for all ��� applications ǻapproved and 
re�ectedǼ is available free to everyone on �oldřǯ 
ȃ�ountyȬ�and �arrant Applications �ndexȄ currently 
covers surnames from A to �ǯŚ

:here to finG Eounty lanG Zarrant 
applications

 �ore than twentyȬfour hundred ��� 
applications have been digiti£ed and are online in 
the �ational Archives �atalog in the record series, 
�ounty �and �arrant Application �iles, caǯ ŗŞŖŖȮcaǯ 
ŗşŖŖ ǻ�ational Archives �dentifier śŜŝřŞŞǼ, at httpsǱȦȦ
catalogǯarchivesǯgovȦidȦśŜŝřŞŞ. 

Similar files relating to �ative Americans are in 
the record series �ounty �and �arrant Application 
�iles of �ndians �ased on Service �etween ŗŞŗŘ 
and ŗŞśś, caǯ ŗŞŗŘȮcaǯ ŗşŖŖ ǻ�ational Archives 
�dentifier ŗŜŖşŗřřŚŖǼ, at httpsǱȦȦcatalogǯarchivesǯgovȦ
idȦŗŜŖşŗřřŚŖ. 

�opies of records 
that are not online can 
be re�uested from the 
�ational Archives ǻsee 
ȃ�btaining �ecords 
from �A�AȄǼǯ 

How to read the 
numbers

�he �ounty �and 
�arrant Application 
�iles, caǯ ŗŞŖŖȮcaǯ 
ŗşŖŖ, are arranged 
alphabeticallyǯ �hey are 
identified and should be 
cited by the name of the 
person who performed 
military serviceǲ 
company and regimental 
commanderȂs namesǲ 
branch of serviceǲ and, 
if not re�ected, specific 
numbers that indicate 
the act of �ongress 
authori£ing the claim, 
number of acres, and 
warrant numberǯ 

Patent issued to Job H. Davis, assignee of Lavina Calvin, showing warrant number for land in Iowa, 1859 (General 
Land Office)
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�hus, for the file of �ames 
�alvin, śśȬŗŘŖȬśŗŜŝ, ȃśśȄ refers to 
the bounty land act of �ongress 
passed in ŗŞśś, ȃŗŘŖȄ represents 
ŗŘŖ acres, and ȃśŗŜŝȄ is the 
warrant numberǯ �he primary acts 
of �ongress that granted bounty 
land were enacted in ŗŞŚŝ, ŗŞśŖ, 
ŗŞśŘ, and ŗŞśśǯ Some applicants 
under the ŗŞŚŝ Act chose scrip 
ǻcashǼ in lieu of acreageǯ Acreage 
awarded was typically ŚŖ, ŗŘŖ, or 
ŗŜŖ acres, with no more than ŗŜŖ 
acres awarded for the service of one 
individualǯ An individualȂs bounty 
land warrant file may contain 
applications filed under multiple 
acts of �ongress, depending on 
eligibilityǯ 

How are BLW application  
files Gifferent from :ar  
of ���� Sension files"

�ounty land warrant application files usually 
exist for eligible veterans, who typically provided 
military service between caǯ ŗŝşŖ to ŗŞśś, or their 
widows or heirs who were alive at the time �ongress 
enacted a law authori£ing bounty land ǻbetween ŗŞŚŝ 
and ŗŞśśǼǯ

�n contrast, to receive a �ar of ŗŞŗŘ pension, a 
soldier had to be a veteran of the �ar of ŗŞŗŘ and 
live to at least ŗŞŝŗ, or his widow needed to live to 
at least ŗŞŝŞǯ An Act of �ongress of ŗŞŝŗ ǻŗŜ Statutes 
at Large ŚŗŗǼ provided pensions to veterans who had 
been cited by �ongress for specific service, so long as 
they had not subse�uently supported the �onfederate 
cause during the �ivil �ar, and to widows of those 
veterans if the marriage had occurred before the ŗŞŗś 
peace treatyǯ An Act of �ongress of ŗŞŝŞ ǻŘŖ Statutes 
at Large ŘŝǼ provided pensions to veterans who had 
served fourteen days or more, and to their widows 
regardless of what date the marriage occurredǯś

�n some cases, the �ension �Ĝce combined the 
prior bounty land warrant applications of veterans 
into their subse�uent pension files, but in other cases, 

śǯ   �laire 
luskens, ȃ�esearching �olunteer Soldiers of the �ar of ŗŞŗŘ,Ȅ NGS Magazine řŝǱŗ ǻ�anuaryȬ�arch ŘŖŗŗǼ, řŜȬŚŗǯ See also �laire 
luskens, 
ȃ�ar of ŗŞŗŘ �ilitary Service, �ounty �and, and �ension �ecordsǱ A StepȬbyȬStep 	uide to �asic �ederal Sources,Ȅ ŗş �ay ŘŖŘŖ, The Twelve Key ǻhttpsǱȦȦ
twelvekeyǯfilesǯwordpressǯcomȦŘŖŘŖȦŖśȦwarȏofȏŗŞŗŘȏbasicȏguideȏŘŖŘŖȏŖśȏŗşǯpdf).

��� applications remain as separate filesǯ 
�igital images of �ar of ŗŞŗŘ pension files are 

online free to everyone in two placesǱ 
 ȡ �ational Archives �atalog, �ar of ŗŞŗŘ �ension 
and �ounty �and �arrant Application �iles, 
caǯ ŗŞŝŗȮcaǯ ŗşŖŖ ǻ�ational Archives �dentifier 
śŜŚŚŗśǼ, httpsǱȦȦcatalogǯarchivesǯgovȦidȦśŜŚŚŗś 

 ȡ �oldř, ȃ�ar of ŗŞŗŘ �ension �ilesȄ ǻhttpsǱȦȦwwwǯ
foldřǯcomȦpublicationȦŝŜŗȦwarȬofȬŗŞŗŘȬpensionȬ
filesǼ, currently Şř percent complete 
�mages can be freely downloaded from both 

websitesǯ �here is no need to re�uest copies from 
�A�Aǯ �igiti£ation of the �ar of ŗŞŗŘ pension files 
series for surnames S� to � resumed in April and 
is expected to be finished in ŘŖŘřǯ �A�A plans to 
complete digiti£ation through � by early ŘŖŘŜǯ

Obtaining records from NARA
 �opies of bounty land warrant application 

files can be ordered by using �A�AȂs �rder �nline 
system at httpsǱȦȦeservicesǯarchivesǯgovȦorderonline 
or by mailing a completed �A�� �orm Şś ǻavailable 
for download from httpsǱȦȦwwwǯarchivesǯgovȦfilesȦ
natfȬŞśǯpdfǼ to the address indicated on the formǯ 

Widow’s brief for War of 1812 pension, 1878 (National Archives)
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Selected Bounty Land Warrant Laws

Ŝǯ   �umbers of bounty land warrants from �ames �ǯ �berly, Sixty Million Acres: American Veterans and the Public Lands Before the Civil War 
ǻ
ent, �
Ǳ 
ent State �niversity �ress, ŗşşŖǼ, introduction, note Şǯ Another resource is �hristine �ose, Military Bounty Land, 1776–1855 ǻSan �ose, 
�AǱ �� �ublications, ŘŖŗŗǼǯ  

Congress passed legislation for the issuance of BLWs or 
scrip (cash in lieu of land) in 1776, 1788, 1803, 1806, 1811, 
1812, 1814, 1816, and 1842. Altogether, these acts resulted 
in the issuance of 45,849 bounty land warrants. In contrast, 
552,323 BLWs were issued for approved applications 
made under the acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855, which 
extended eligibility to ensure veterans of all prior wars were 
treated the same.6 

Many persons applied under multiple acts of Congress, 
which is the reason the total number of warrants between 
1847 and 1855 is much higher than the number of BLW 
application files (360,000). All applications relating to the 
same serviceman should be combined in one file.

1847
The Act of Congress of 11 February 1847 (9 Statutes at 
Large 123) was enacted to encourage enlistments during 
the Mexican War, resulting in the issuance of 88,274 bounty 
land warrants. Each non-commissioned officer, musician, 
or private who served twelve months, either in the regular 
army or regularly mustered volunteers, was entitled to 160 
acres. If the soldier was killed, died of wounds or illness 
incurred in the service, or was discharged before the 
expiration of his term due to wounds or illness, he or his 
heirs were also eligible.

1850
The Act of Congress of 28 September 1850 (9 Statutes at 
Large 520) granted BLWs to commissioned officers in the 
Mexican-American War, and to commissioned and non-
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates who were 
“regulars, volunteers, rangers, or militia” who performed 
military service in the War of 1812 or any Indian war 
since 1790, resulting in the issuance of 189,145 bounty 
land warrants. The amount of acreage allowed depended 
on the length of service: 160 acres if enlisted for twelve 
months or more and actually served nine months; eighty 
acres if enlisted for six months and actually served four 
months; and forty acres to those who enlisted “for any or an 
indefinite period” and actually served one month. 

Anyone honorably discharged on account of disability would 
receive “the amount to which he would have been entitled if 
he had served the full period” for which he enlisted. Those 
who deserted or received a dishonorable discharge and 
those who received a BLW under a prior act of Congress 

were disqualified from benefiting under this act. Widows 
whose husbands were killed in battle and had not remarried 
received 160 acres. The act clarified that time in captivity  
as a prisoner of war counted toward a soldier’s period of 
actual service.

1852
The Act of Congress of 22 March 1852 (10 Statutes at 
Large 4) extended eligibility for bounty land warrants to any 
volunteers or militia called into military service since 18 
June 1812 whose services were paid by the US government, 
resulting in the issuance of 11,992 BLWs. It clarified that, 
for computing the length of time served, one day would be 
credited for each twenty miles the soldier’s unit marched 
from the place it was organized to the place of mustering in, 
and from the place of discharge to the place of organizing. 
This act also repealed a provision of the Act of 11 February 
1847 (9 Statutes at Large 125–126) that limited bounty 
land warrant eligibility to those volunteers who had actually 
“marched to the seat of war.” While the 1847 Act specifically 
pertained to BLWs for service in the Mexican-American War, 
it is likely that the “seat of war” provision caused problems 
in evaluating applications related to other wars. 

1855
The Act of Congress of 3 March 1855 (10 Statutes at Large 
701–702), amended by the Act of Congress of 14 May 1856 
(11 Statutes at Large 8), opened the doors to a claim for 
a bounty land warrant by nearly every man with military 
service, or his heirs, resulting in the issuance of 262,912 
BLWs. This act granted a bounty land warrant for 160 acres 
to each officer, soldier, and sailor who had served at least 
fourteen days in any US war since 1790, or, if deceased,  
to the surviving widow, or, if no widow, to surviving  
minor children. 

In addition to those who had served at least fourteen 
days, eligible veterans included those who served fewer 
than fourteen days but who had actually been “engaged in 
battle,” volunteers in particular battles, chaplains, wagon 
masters, teamsters, Indians, and Revolutionary War 
veterans. The claimant had to provide proof of service, of 
marriage (if a widow), or of parentage (if a minor child). If 
the veteran or his surviving claimant had previously received 
a BLW, the prior acreage was deducted from the new bounty 
land warrant. 


